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A veterinarian technician is a person who assists veteri-
narians with routine veterinary tasks and procedures.  
They are similar to a registered nurse in the human medi-
cal world.  Veterinarian technicians are needed in many 
different avenues, including animal hospitals, zoos, and 
laboratories. 
 
A veterinary technicians job duties may include; 

 Preparing animals for examinations or surgery per-
formed by the veterinarian 

 Assisting veterinarians by restraining animals for 
exams or procedures such as X-rays 

 Administering medications and vaccines 

 Caring for and feeding animals under veterinary care 
or in a laboratory setting 

 Assisting veterinarians during surgery 

 Communicating veterinarian orders to patient own-
ers 

 
The veterinarian technician career field requires a mini-
mum of an associates or equivalent two-year degree in 
an accredited veterinary technician program.  Entry level 
veterinarian technicians often start off under the careful 
observation of a veterinarian.  As vet techs gain experi-
ence and confidence, they are given more responsibilities 
under general supervision. 
 
The veterinarian technician career field has the potential 
to provide a moderate living with a great job outlook.  
The field is expected to grow rapidly through 2018.  
Those who want to become veterinarian technicians 
must demonstrate patience when caring for injured, sick, 
and stressed animals that cannot control their reactions. 
Additionally, excellent written and verbal communication 
skills are crucial to success in this field. 
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